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Netto putting around misinformation about KGV works 
 
The statement issued by Opposition spokesman Jaime Netto is typical of the 
misinformation that the GSD Opposition has been putting around ever since the new 
Government came into office. 
 
Mr Netto said in his statement that he had written to the Senior Factory Inspector. He did 
not say that in the past it was not possible for Members of the Opposition to have direct 
contact with senior civil servants because the GSD Government did not allow it. 
Opposition Members had to write to and contact Ministers. This policy was changed 
shortly after the GSLP/Liberal administration came into office after the General Elections of 
8th December and Mr Netto and his colleagues are now the beneficiaries of the system. 
 
The Government can confirm that all Gibraltar Training Centre employees and trainees are 
provided with the necessary Personal Protective clothing and equipment to satisfy the 
requirements of the Factories Act. As a training provider, the Centre ensures that all its 
employees fully comply with current and local Health and Safety Regulations by 
undertaking an induction period at inception stage and also undertake an independent 
Health and Safety test in accordance with the guidelines set out by the UK Main Awarding 
Body. 
 
Moreover, trainees undertaking periods of on-site attachment are inducted on site to 
familiarise themselves with the site orientation, nature of development works and are 
instructed to follow the policies set by the Main Contractor. The GHA Project Manager 
responsible for the KGV refurbishment works carried out a risk assessment and its findings  
were that there was no need to use debris netting on this particular project. Scaffolding 
has been predominantly erected as a means of access to assist painters and decorators 
who are exclusively making use of it to decorate the main facade of the KGV Building. It is 
therefore not a requirement to include netting as there is no risk of falling debris, objects or 
heavy tools/equipment. The painting and decorating trainees are working at different 
heights along the platforms and are protected by overhead scaffold boards and 
consequently there is no need for the use of safety helmets either. 
 



However, plasterers and bricklayers working around the site in open spaces hacking and 
making good wall defects at ground floor level are permanently using safety helmets. The 
Government in general and the Construction Training Centre in particular take this 
opportunity to reassure the public that it is fully committed to provide a high quality 
comprehensive range of learning opportunities relevant to the construction and built 
environment to assist the young generation and raise local standards.  Furthermore, there 
have been no reports for many years of any incidents or near misses on the building sites 
where trainees have been working. 
 
The Government totally refutes the allegations made by Mr Netto that trainees are 
unsupervised as there is a works supervisor on behalf of GHA constantly on site acting as 
a work base recorder. In addition, instructional officers from GTC visit different sites to 
monitor their candidates and assess the evidence gathered towards their respective NVQ 
awards. 
 
Instead of scaremongering in this way, Mr Netto should ask himself why the Government, 
that he was a part of, failed to improve the quality of life of the staff and patients at KGV by 
carrying out these comparatively inexpensive works at a time when his administration 
poured millions of pounds into other projects of questionable value to the community. 
 


